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Nearly all Intraoperative Neuromonitoring 
(IONM) companies utilize telemedicine, 
permitting board-certified neurologists to 
remotely view IONM data and interpret 
the findings.

But what about the person actually in the 
OR? They are a crucial component of the 
monitoring process, as well as a 
bottleneck for all information that passes 
between the remote neurologist and the 
surgical team. 

          What is their educational background?
         
 How extensive was their training?
         
 Can they safely care for the patient
 when data transmission issues arise?

These are the sorts of questions that 
hospital administrators should consider

when choosing an IONM service provider.

The Need for Better Clinicians
It is common practice for remote 
neurologists to monitor multiple cases 
simultaneously1. A recent study by Lee et 
al (2018)2 surveyed 35 neurologists 
responsible for remotely viewing and 
interpreting IONM data. More than 25% of 
respondents said they did not feel 
confident in their ability to monitor more 
than one case at a time and more than 
50% said they did not feel confident 
monitoring more than 3 cases at a time. 
Yet, in the same survey, more than 65% of 
respondents reported having monitored 
more than 3 cases simultaneously and 
more than 20% reported having 
monitored 9 or more cases at once. These 
data shed light on the limitations of
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remote interpretation of IONM data. In fact, 
Lee’s 2018 study also found that more than 
92% of neurologists did not feel confident 
monitoring all cases remotely. While 
supervision by an M.D. or D.O. provider is 
currently required for most insurance  
reimbursements, the need for highly-trained 
clinicians in the operating room is palpable 
as remote neurologists are being stretched 
far beyond reasonable capacity.

Financial Impact
It is well established that prompt 
intervention is crucial for limiting and 
reversing surgical injury when IONM 
changes are detected. With insurance 
companies quickly shifting toward 
outcome-based reimbursement structures, 
the benefits of fast and accurate 
interpretation, timely intervention, and 
fewer false-negative and false-positive 
outcomes are clear. 

PNG clinicians are trained in both the 
technical and interpretive aspects of 
IONM, curtailing the need to wait for a 
response from a remote interpreter. This 
means faster, more accurate interventions 
and better outcomes for your patients. It 
also means that your surgical team won’t 
be left in the dark when internet 
connectivity issues inevitably arise, leaving 
the remote neurologist unavailable and 
impeding IONM data transfer at potentially 
critical stages of the procedure.

By choosing to utilize a professional and 
competent IONM team whose 
educational and training requirements go 
above and beyond the industry average, 
your facility’s liability can be reduced.

Partnering with Peak Neurophysiology 
Group obviates the inherent risks 
associated with placing less-educated 
and minimally-trained “techs” in the 
operating room. With PNG, you can be 
confident in knowing that only 
highly-educated and fellowship-trained 
neurophysiologists are providing superior 
care for your surgical patients.
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